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from Shottery, and this, along with the considerations
already advanced, has naturally led to the inference
that the marriage was hurried by the bride's friends,
and to the finding of a motive for their haste in the
birth within six months of "Susanna, daughter to
William Shakespere," who was baptized on May 26,
1583.

The record of the baptism of Shakespeare's only
other children, the twins Hamnet and Judith, in
February, 1585, practically exhausts the documentary
evidence concerning the poet in Stratford until 1596.
It is conjectured, but not known, that about 1586 he
found his way to London and soon became connected
with the theater, according to one tradition, as call-boy,
to another, as holder of the horses of theatergoers.
But by 1592 we are assured that he had entered the
ranks of the playwrights, and had achieved enough
success to rouse the jealous resentment of a rival.
Robert Greene, who died on the third of September in
that year, left unpublished a pamphlet, Greenes Groats-
worth of Witte: bought with a Million of Repentaunce,
in which he warned three of his fellows against certain
plagiarisfe, "those puppits, I meane, that speake from
our mouths, those anticks garnisht in our colours*"
"Yes, trust them not," he goes on; "for there is an
upstart crow, beautified with our feathers, that with
his Tygers heart wrapt in a Players hide, supposes he is
as well able to bumbast out a blanke verse as the best
of you; and being an absolute Johannes Factotum, is